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There are many publications describing scholarship and loan programs.  The New England Higher

Education Center at the Boston Public Library, Copley Square, also maintains an excellent collection of 

resource materials and computer accessed research capability.  Their staff is professionally trained to

assist you.

SOME ADVICE:  This booklet contains information about the most common sources of financial aid available to Wellesley students.  However, a diligent financial aid search will go much further than these few pages.  Taking the time to research potential opportunities thoroughly may be very beneficial to you.

DEFINITIONS

FINANCIAL AID:  Money offered for a demonstrated need.  These awards are “need-based awards.”  

Financial aid is usually a combination of grants, loans, and work study. 

SCHOLARSHIPS:  Often called merit scholarships, these awards are non need-based.  They are monetary awards to students in recognition of special talent or abilities.  Colleges and universities often use this type of award to attract students from diverse racial, ethnic, social, cultural, religious, and geographic backgrounds, which may be under-represented on campus.  Students do not have to demonstrate need to qualify.

NEED ANALYSIS:  The process used to determine what a family should be able to contribute for an applicant’s education.  The family contribution figure is matched with available aid to constitute an award package.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP SERVICE (CSS):  This is a need analysis service which processes financial aid applications.

FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA): The form students and parents must complete to be eligible for all Federally Funded programs. This form is also used to apply to the Massachusetts State Scholarship Program.

CSS/FINANCIAL AID PROFILE:  This is a supplemental aid application required by many colleges and scholarship sponsors in addition to the FAFSA.  “Profile” registration information was included with this booklet in your financial aid packet, or can be obtained in the Guidance Office.  Most local scholarship programs require this form. You can contact CSS directly to check on the processing of your forms.  

305-829-9793.

INSTITUTIONAL AID APPLICATIONS:  Additional aid applications that may be required by some colleges.  The Financial Aid office at each college will inform you which additional forms it requires.

PLEASE NOTE

Refusal or failure on the part of parents to complete these forms may seriously jeopardize their student’s opportunity to receive financial assistance.

FINANCIAL AID HOTLINE:  A toll free number sponsored by the Mass. Association of Financial Aid Administrators  to answer questions regarding financial aid.  The Guidance Office is informed of this number each year in January.

CONGRESSIONAL METHODOLOGY: A federally approved formula to determine a student’s/family’s ability to pay for post-secondary education. Used by the major need analysis services and all institutions/agencies distributing federal and state money. Colleges use their own institutional formula when granting aid from private sources.

EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION:  The amount a student and his or her family are expected to pay toward the cost of attendance.

SELF HELP:  Funds provided through the student’s work and effort, including savings, income from present earnings, or a loan to be repaid from future earnings.

NEED: The difference between a specific student’s total available resources and the total cost of the student’s attendance at a specific institution.

STUDENT AID REPORT:  A report to the applicant, based on information from his/her FAFSA, regarding eligibility for federal aid programs.  Usually received within a month of filing.   For processing status information and/or questions:  (319) 337-5665.

AWARD PACKAGE:  A combination of grant, loan and/or job offerings by an institution to a student aid applicant.  Designed to bridge the gap between available resources and total expenses.  Also called STUDENT FINANCIAL AID.
GRANT:  Gift aid, usually awarded on the basis of academic performance and extra curricular involvement, to students who demonstrate financial need.

LOAN:  Money borrowed that must be repaid after graduation.  Interest and payment periods vary.  In some instances the government will pay the interest while the student is in college.  Most popular loan programs:  Federally administered Perkins Loan Program and Stafford Loan Program.  See section on Federal Programs.

COLLEGE WORK STUDY:  Part-time work on campus, usually a part of every financial aid package.

TOWN OF WELLESLEY COMMON SCHOLARSHIP AND FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION:  This is the form used by most local scholarship committees.  

TIPS FOR FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION

1. Reveal all necessary data from IRS Form 1040.  You are protected under the Privacy Act.

2. Submit all required forms.

3. Review this book thoroughly and other sources of information about local, state and national aid.  Many sources are available in the public library and the Guidance Office.

4. Apply -- even though you are uncertain about your financial eligibility.

5. Meet deadline dates!

THE PROCESS

STEP I:  RESEARCH

1. Contact the colleges of your choice for financial aid information. 

2. Review information on the CSS/Financial Aid Profile brochure, found at www.collegeboard.com 

3. Check for any scholarships awarded by employers of either you or your parents.

4. Discuss educational loans with your banker.

5. Investigate awards available through your religious denomination.

6. Review the many current publications describing scholarship and loan programs. 

7. See the listing of Internet Resources for Financial Aid in this booklet.

8. Carefully review this booklet for local aid opportunities.

STEP II:  FILING 

1. Register for the Financial Aid PROFILE, following the step-by-step instructions.  Remember to give the Code #0564 (Wellesley Scholarship Foundation) for local scholarship consideration.  (See pp. 4-7.)  You must register over the Internet at www.collegeboard.com. 

2. As soon as you receive your customized Financial Aid PROFILE Form, complete it and submit it for processing.  For entering freshmen, this should be done at the same time you apply for admission.
3. Complete and mail as soon as possible any additional forms required by the colleges in which you are interested.
4. Apply for all local scholarships for which you are eligible, many of which are listed in this booklet.  In addition to the Financial Aid Profile, most local scholarship committees also require the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application..This form may be obtained from the WHS Guidance Office, the Selectmen’s Office or at  www.wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org.  Deadline:  Feb. 1.

5. Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid on or shortly after January 1.  It is required by the Federal Government before any federal aid can be awarded.
6. Be careful and precise when completing all forms.
7. Arrange for letters of recommendation and transcripts to be sent, if requested.
8. Be especially attentive to deadline dates.
STEP III:  INTERVIEWS

Some groups awarding scholarships, particularly local groups, want to meet their applicants.  They want to learn what your college plans are and what your future goals may be.  They will also want to hear about your high school activities and experiences.  Applicants will be contacted by the individual groups.

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Listed below are programs for which applicants must use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application. (Forms available in WHS Guidance Office, Selectmen’s Office, Wellesley Town Hall and at www.wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org. )
1. TOWN OF WELLESLEY SCHOLARSHIPS All applicants and recipients must be Wellesley residents.  Administered through authority of the Board of Selectmen. All applicants must complete the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application.  Inasmuch as Town of Wellesley scholarships are not automatically renewed, recipients must re-apply in subsequent years. Applicants seeking multiple awards within this category must complete SEPARATE applications for each desired scholarship.    Students must also make available to the Scholarship Committee a copy of their Financial Aid Profile.  You accomplish this when you include Code #0564 (Wellesley Scholarship Foundation) among your college and scholarship program recipients.  Applicants may be interviewed in the spring. Send completed applications to:
       Ms. Susan Dee,  1 Arlington Rd.., Wellesley,  MA  02481     Deadline:  February 1.

· WELLESLEY COLLEGE TOWN SCHOLARS

Wellesley College, through agreement with the Board of Selectmen, allows the distribution (with certain limitations) of the equivalent of ten tuition scholarships to Wellesley residents who are students at Wellesley College, based primarily on financial need. Applicants for this award should also apply directly to the Financial Aid Office of Wellesley College by entering Wellesley College Code #3957 on their Financial Aid PROFILE Registration Form. Also enter Wellesley Scholarship Foundation Code #0564.
· BABSON COLLEGE

Babson College makes scholarship funds available for distribution through the Board of Selectmen to Wellesley residents who attend Babson College. The available funding is approximately $30,000.  Applicants for this award must demonstrate financial need by filing the Financial Aid Profile.  Enter Babson College Code #3075 on the Financial Aid PROFILE Registration Form. Also enter Wellesley Scholarship Foundation Code #0564.
· WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

The Board of Selectmen may nominate Wellesley residents who attend Wesleyan University to receive aid

from the Sheldon L. and Nellie A. Brown Scholarship Fund.  To the extent that income from  the fund permits, awards of  $500 are  granted. Entering  freshmen, who must have graduated within the top 25th  percentile of  their class,  receive first consideration.  Any remaining funds may be then disbursed to eligible upperclassmen.  Applicants for this award should also apply directly to the Selectmen’s  Office by entering Wesleyan College Code #3959 on their Financial Aid PROFILE Registration Form.

· WAR MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

This fund was established by the Town of Wellesley through special legislation.  The income from this fund is distributed annually by the Board of Selectmen.  Award amounts vary.  One major award is granted.  These funds are available for Wellesley residents only, and may be used at the college of the recipient’s choice.

2.   WELLESLEY SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  All applicants and recipients must be Wellesley residents. Established over 60 years ago, the WSF is a charitable foundation that aids residents of Wellesley in obtaining post-secondary education.  Through the WSF the following scholarship programs are administered:  Wellesley Scholarship Foundation Grants, Wellesley Kiwanis Club Scholarships,  Wellesley Historical Society Scholarship, Margaret Daniels Scholarship, Donald P. Babson Scholarship, and the Wellesley Police Patrolmen’s Scholarship.  Use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application which is available to print out at www.wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org.   Send to: Ms. Susan Dee, 1 Arlington Rd.., Wellesley, MA 02481.   The one application is sufficient for all WSF-administered programs except the Margaret Daniels Scholarship and the Donald P. Babson Scholarship. Deadline:  February 1.

· WELLESLEY SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION GRANTS

Wellesley Scholarship Foundation grants are based on financial need.  For the school year 2010-2011,  $234,500 was distributed to 78 recipients.  Grants ranged from $1,000 to $9,000.  The monies for these scholarships result from an annual fund drive, as well as donations from Wellesley organizations, bequests, and endowment investment income.  Awards are available for four years of undergraduate school and must be reapplied for each year. No awards are available for graduate study.
· WELLESLEY KIWANIS CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS (LOCAL)

Since 1956, the Wellesley Kiwanis Club has provided help to students who are Wellesley residents.  The average individual award in 2009 was $2,250, and is renewable annually as long as the recipient does well academically and continues to reside in Wellesley.  To be eligible, applicants should have good scholastic ability, good character and citizenship records, a desire to work for further education, and a need for financial help.  All applicants to the Wellesley Scholarship Foundation will be considered.

· WELLESLEY POLICE PATROLMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Scholarships are given annually in memory of Stewart Savage and Joseph Fitzsimmons, who gave their lives in public service.  Two scholarships will be awarded to two graduating high school seniors who are Wellesley residents.  Preference will be given to students planning to pursue studies in criminal justice or another area of public service. All applicants to the Wellesley Scholarship Foundation will be considered for this award, but please enclose one paragraph with the application explaining why you would like to be considered.

· WELLESLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The mission of the Wellesley Historical Society's Scholarship Fund is to inspire public involvement in and 

        appreciation of Wellesley's heritage and culture among Wellesley's youth. Scholarships are awarded to

        residents of Wellesley who are pursuing a post-secondary education in either trade school or two or

        four-year undergraduate college programs. Scholarships were first awarded in 2008 to two Wellesley

        students. All applicants to the Wellesley Scholarship Foundation will be considered. 

· WAR MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Board of Selectmen offers several War Memorial Awards each year to high school seniors, which are renewable annually as long as the recipient does well academically. All applicants to the Wellesley Scholarship Foundation will be considered. Write one paragraph about why you want to be considered for the War Memorial Scholarships.

· MARGARET DANIELS SCHOLARSHIP (Merit)

This scholarship, made possible by a special bequest to the Wellesley Scholarship Foundation, is intended to benefit a female high school senior with high academic goals.  The exact amount of the award may vary, but will approximate $3,000.  The scholarship is based primarily on merit, and is renewable for 3 years.  The recipient must have plans to attend a four-year liberal arts college, with interest in pursuing studies at the graduate level. Applicants should demonstrate a high level of distinction in scholarship, citizenship, and character.  To apply, use the special Margaret Daniels Scholarship application available to print out at www.wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org.  Deadline:  February 1

· DONALD P. BABSON SCHOLARSHIP (Merit)
The Donald P. Babson Scholarship has been established by the Paul and Edith Babson Foundation to

benefit a male high school senior who resides in Wellesley and whose academic motivation is strong.  The amount of this merit award is $3,000, renewable for three years. The recipient should demonstrate superior distinction in scholarship, citizenship, and character, with strong extra-curricular interests and activities. To apply, use the special Donald P. Babson Scholarship application available at www.wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org.    Deadline:  Feb. 1.

· SCHOLARSHIP AMERICA – Dollars for Scholars

The Wellesley Scholarship Foundation is a member chapter of New England Dollars for Scholars, a 

        subsidiary of Scholarship America. As such, all Wellesley residents are eligible to apply for 

        scholarships offered though Scholarship America. For information on their scholarship opportunities 

        visit their website at  http://scholarshipamerica.org/open_scholarships.php
2. WELLESLEY HILLS WOMAN’S CLUB  All applicants must be Wellesley residents.  Awards are

 to benefit high school seniors planning to attend a four-year accredited college or university in the fall.  Recipients may apply for renewal awards in subsequent years.  In 2009, disbursements totaling $12,000 were granted to six students. Use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application.  Send completed applications to: Ms. Susan Dee, 1 Arlington Rd., Wellesley, MA 02481.    Deadline:  February 1. 
4.  WELLESLEY HILLS JUNIOR WOMEN’S CLUB (WHJWC) The Wellesley Hills Junior Women’s Club, a volunteer organization dedicated to community service, is again offering annual college scholarship awards. Last year (2010–2011), $108,000 was awarded to 47 students in amounts ranging from $1,200 to $5,000.  Scholarships are made possible by the Club’s major fundraising events: the Wellesley Marketplace Festival, the Wellesley Kitchen Tour, the Wellesley Phone Book and Luminary Night. All Wellesley residents graduating from any high school in or outside of Wellesley, and all Wellesley residents currently attending undergraduate institutions on a full-time basis, are eligible to apply for WHJWC scholarships. A limited number of awards are available to Wellesley High School graduates who reside outside of Wellesley. Applicants are evaluated on the basis of demonstrated financial need, academic achievement and involvement in community service. Use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application. Separate Teacher Recommendation Forms must also be completed on behalf of high school seniors. These forms are available online at  http://whjwc.org/content/scholarships.asp and at the Guidance Office of Wellesley High School. Send completed applications to WHJWC Scholarships, PO Box 81351, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481-0003, Attn: Scholarship Chairwomen. Further information is available at  www.whjwc.org.  Deadline: February 1.

WHJWC PATRICIA C. DOIRON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP    This separate award through the WHJWC Scholarship program recognizes a graduating senior who has shown a commitment to EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION through participation in the Child Lab Program at Wellesley High School.  Applicants will fulfill requirements stipulated above for the general WHJWC Scholarship Program.
WHJWC SUZANNE STEVENS SCHOLARSHIP   This separate award through the WHJWC Scholarship program recognizes a graduating senior (or current college student) who has demonstrated strength when faced with adversity, while maintaining a strong academic record and involvement in community service.  Applicants will fulfill requirements stipulated above for the general WHJWC Scholarship Program.

5. 
WELLESLEY ARTS AND CRAFTS GUILD SCHOLARSHIP FUND  This program recognizes annually one or more graduating seniors from Wellesley High School who have already demonstrated outstanding talent, and encourages their pursuit and/or interest and commitment in the field of visual art, including some technical and industrial arts.  Financial need may not be the only qualifier.  The one-time award varies, up to $2,500.  Use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application.  Send completed applications to Thom Carter, c/o Wellesley High School, 50 Rice Street, Wellesley 02481  Deadline:  Feb 1.

6. WELLESLEY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION SAMUEL M. GRAVES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  Grants varying in amount and number are awarded to graduating seniors for use at the college of their choice. Use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application.  Deliver completed applications to the Receptionist, WHS Guidance Office.  Deadline:  February 1.
7. NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIP  Members of the NHS know that many college students do not qualify for need-based scholarship aid.  Therefore, applicants for this scholarship will be judged primarily on their merit as exemplified through dedication and achievement in school and community activity.  This award seeks to recognize students who uphold the values of NHS itself.  Applicants must show highly developed scholarship, leadership, service, and character.  All college-bound Wellesley High seniors, excluding National Honor Society members, may apply. Use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application.  Deliver completed applications to the Receptionist, WHS Guidance Office.  Deadline:  February 1.
8. WELLESLEY HIGH SCHOOL FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP  This $100 award, established in 1981, is presented annually to a qualified student who has been accepted into a program of higher education in a home economics related program  (Food & Nutrition, Clothing & Textiles, Human and/or Child Development, Culinary Arts, Consumer Economics, Housing & Interior Design, Home Economics Education, General Economics) .  Applicants will be judged on the basis of their academic record, school-related extracurricular activities, outside-school activities, and evidence of professional career interest.  In addition, a personal statement form is required by the Family & Consumer Science Dept. Use the Town of Wellesley Common Scholarship and Financial Aid Application. Deliver completed applications to the Receptionist, WHS Guidance Office.    Deadline:  April 1.

9. KELLI K. MACDONALD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP   Sponsored by the Varsity Athletic Council, scholarships are awarded annually to deserving students who have demonstrated athletic talent in high school and are in financial need.  All senior athletes are considered for this award.  No application is necessary.

  The following local scholarship programs require separate applications.
1.
MARGARET DANIELS SCHOLARSHIP (Merit)


Administered by Wellesley Scholarship Foundation (see page 6)

2.
DONALD P. BABSON SCHOLARSHIP (Merit)


Administered by Wellesley Scholarship Foundation (see page 6)

3.   METCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS and METCO PARENTS’ COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  available to METCO students through these two Boston based groups.  Interested students should contact METCO, Inc., 55 Dimock Street, Boston. 

       Deadline: April 1.
4.
KEY CLUB SCHOLARSHIP  
Kiwanis International, Inc., has established a Key Club Scholarship in the amount of $1,000 annually for four years ($4,000 total).  It is highly competitive, as applicants are presented from some 270 clubs.  This award is based on scholarship, need, and Key Club activities.  The recipient must be a Key Club member in good standing.  For application and/or further information, contact the club advisor.

5.
WELLESLEY UNITED SOCCER CLUB SCHOLARSHIP  Two scholarships are awarded annually to senior varsity soccer players (one boy, one girl) who are planning to further their education.  Eligibility requirements: (1)  A senior member of the varsity soccer team who has contributed to the team’s overall success through both skill and enthusiasm.  (2)  Academically in good standing.  (3) Maintains an active interest in other school activities.  Coaches’ and counselors’ recommendations required.  Applications available from the coaches and from Club officers.

6.
FRIENDS OF WELLESLEY HOCKEY, INC., SCHOLARSHIP  
All senior (graduating class) members of the Wellesley High School Varsity Hockey Team are eligible and will be considered, providing they have made application for further education prior to February 15.  Contribution to the WHS Hockey Team and scholastic achievement are the primary criteria.  Financial need is not considered.  Approximately $1,000 is awarded each year, in awards ranging from $250 to $500.  For further information, contact the coaches or the officers of Friends of Wellesley Hockey, Inc., PO Box 165, Wellesley MA 02481

7.
WELLESLEY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION  JAMES M. PEEBLES SCHOLARSHIP  Sons and daughters of members of the Wellesley Teachers Association are eligible whether or not they are students at Wellesley High School.  Applications may be obtained from Thom Hughart at the WHS Guidance Office.  Completed applications also should be returned to Mr. Hughart.  Deadline:  May 1

SOURCES OF FINANCIAL AID  FOR MASSACHUSETTS STUDENTS

These are financial aid programs available to Massachusetts residents and students.  In most instances to be eligible, you must have both filed the FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID and authorized release of that information to the state.

1.  MASS GRANT: Awards ranging from $200 to $2,500 are available to any permanent Massachusetts resident (at least one year) attending full time undergraduate study at a state-approved, post secondary school in any of the six New England states, Pennsylvania, District of Columbia, or Maryland.

2.  PERFORMANCE BONUS GRANT:  Supplement to the MASSGrant program for recipients who meet certain eligibility criteria, including a 3.0 GPA and a family contribution of zero.

3.  GILBERT MATCHING SCHOLARSHIP:  Eligible students must be permanent Massachusetts residents for at least one year attending full-time at an independent regionally accredited school in Massachusetts.  Amount varies.  Apply at the Financial Aid Office of your school.

4.  PUBLIC SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP:  Offered to the children or widowed spouse of duty deceased Massachusetts fire, police or corrections officer.  Also children of POW/MIA or duty deceased Massachusetts veteran.  Contact the Massachusetts Office of Student Financial Assistance directly (617) 727-9420.

5. TUITION WAIVER/CASH GRANTS PROGRAM:  Need-based tuition awards/cash grants are available to students who demonstrate financial need and attend any Massachusetts supported college or university.  Tuition waivers are also available for certain categories including veterans, members of the armed forces, Native Americans and senior citizens.  Contact the Massachusetts Office of Student Financial Assistance (617) 727-9420.

6.  NO INTEREST LOAN PROGRAM: Eligible students must be permanent Massachusetts residents.  Loans are available for attendance at regionally accredited participating schools in Massachusetts and range from $1,000 to $4,000 per year.  Contact the Massachusetts Office of Student Financial Assistance (617) 727-9420.

7.    PART-TIME GRANT:  For part-time study towards a first bachelor’s degree.

8.  MASS PLAN:  Specific eligibility criteria is available at participating Massachusetts colleges and universities.  Up to 100% of the cost of attendance, less any financial aid received, may be borrowed at a fixed or variable interest rate.  Apply at the financial aid office of the participating college or university, or call the Massachusetts Educational Financial Authority.  (800) 449-MEFA.

9.  Teri Supplemental Loan (TERI):  All undergraduate and graduate students and their parents are eligible.  Up to 100% of the cost of attendance, less any financial aid received, may be borrowed at either a fixed or variable interest rate.  Apply at the financial aid office of a participating college or university, or contact The Education Resources Institute (TERI) at (800) 235-TERI.

FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS

General information on all Federal programs can be found at www.studentaid.ed.gov or by calling 

(800) 4 FED AID between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  The US Office of Education supports the six programs of student assistance described here.  For your eligibility to be determined, you must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  Each college will consider you for available funds:

The six programs are:

· Pell Grants

· Perkins Loans

· Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants

· College Work Study

· Stafford Loan Plan (GSL)

· Plus Loans

PELL GRANTS: Pell Grants make funds available to eligible students attending approved colleges, community colleges, junior colleges, vocational schools, technical institutes, hospital schools of nursing, and other post-high school institutions.  This is an entitlement program.  All eligible students will receive a grant up to a maximum of $5,350.  Financial need is the determining factor of the grant amount.  The award cannot exceed one-half of the total cost.  To apply for the Pell Grant, fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid available from your counselor or college financial aid office.

PERKINS LOANS:  This program requires that a student be enrolled at least half-time at a participating post-secondary institution and need a loan in order to stay in school.  The amount of the loan is determined by the college’s financial aid office and no separate application is required.  Undergraduates may borrow $5,500 per year of undergraduate study up to a total of  $27,500.  Graduate students may borrow $8,000 per year up to a total of $60,000. "   No payments are required for up to three years while you serve in the Armed Forces, Peace Corps, or VISTA.  Deferments may also be granted in cases of disability, professional internship, prolonged illness or unemployment or other extraordinary circumstance.  For additional information, contact your college financial aid officer.

SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GRANTS:  The Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant Program (SEOG) is for students of exceptional financial need who, without the grant, would be unable to continue their education.  You are eligible to apply if you are enrolled at least half-time as an undergraduate or vocational student in an educational institution participating in the program.  You may receive an SEOG up to $4,000 per year depending upon need and availability.  Normally an SEOG may be received for up to four years.  However, the grant may be received for five years when the course of study requires the extra time.  If you are selected for an SEOG, your educational institution must provide you with additional financial assistance at least equal to 25% of the amount of the grant.  Apply through your college financial aid officer.  He/she is responsible for determining who will receive an SEOG, as well as the amount to be awarded.

COLLEGE WORK STUDY:  The College Work-Study Program (CWS) provides jobs for students who have great financial need and who must earn a part of their educational expenses.  You may apply if you are enrolled at least half-time as an undergraduate or vocational student in an approved post-secondary educational institution.  The educational institution which participates in College Work-Study arranges jobs on campus or off campus with a public or private non-profit agency.  Apply through the financial aid officer at the college of your choice.  He/she is responsible for determining your eligibility and arranging the job.

STAFFORD LOAN PLAN:  The Stafford Loan Plan enables all students to borrow directly from lenders at a low interest rate in order to finance educational expenses.  While the bulk of these loans are made by commercial lenders, credit unions, cooperative banks and savings banks, some states and educational institutions also are lenders.  The loans are insured by the Federal Government.  You may apply if you are already enrolled in good standing and making satisfactory progress, or have been accepted for enrollment at least half-time in an eligible college, university, professional school or an eligible vocational, technical, trade, business or home-study school.  The maximum you may borrow is $5,500 as a freshman; $6,500 as a sophomore; and $7,500 as a junior or senior.  If you qualify for a subsidized loan, the Federal Government will pay the interest while you are in school.  Payments normally begin six months after you graduate or leave school, and you may be allowed to take up to ten years to repay the loan.  Stafford loans are made directly by the banks.  All applicants for Stafford Loans must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  

NEED HELP?  Call 1-(800)999-9080.

PLUS LOANS:  These are federally guaranteed loans to the parents of undergraduate students. Information may be found at www.parentplusloans.com.   Parents can borrow up to the full amount of student expenses, less any financial aid received.  The interest rate is variable based on the 91-day T-Bill, plus 3.1%.  The current rate is adjusted annually on July 1.   The interest rate is capped at 9% for the life of the loan.  A parent does not have to demonstrate need to be eligible.  Repayment begins in 60 days.  These loans are available through banks and many other lenders.  Fees and payment plans vary.  Parents should shop wisely.

EARLY DEADLINE (Prior to January 15) MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS

(Listen for timely announcements; check bulletin boards)

AAU/MARS MILKY WAY HIGH SCHOOL ALL AMERICAN AWARD:  Guidance counselors may nominate students to compete in this scholarship program for awards ranging in value from $1,000 - $20,000.  Equal consideration in the evaluation of nominees is given to academic excellence, athletic achievement, and community service.  Nomination forms are available in the Guidance Office Scholarship File Drawer.

NOMINATION DEADLINE:    Early January

CONTACT:
Amateur Athletic Union


3400 W. 86 Street, P.O. Box 68207, Indianapolis, IN  46268

COCA COLA SCHOLARS FOUNDATION:  Students demonstrating academic merit and leadership qualities who will attend an accredited US post-secondary institution may apply for awards ranging in value from $4,000 to $20,000.  Exclusions:  Children/grandchildren of employees, officers, owners of Coca Cola Bottling companies, divisions, subsidiaries.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  October 31

CONTACT:
Coca Cola Scholars Foundation (404) 733-5420



P.O. Box 1615, Atlanta, GA   30301-1615

FRANCIS OUIMET CADDIE SCHOLARSHIP FUND  Any student with three years’ experience as a golf caddie or other golf-related employment may apply.  Candidates will be judged on their scholastic record and academic potential as well as demonstrated leadership qualities, character, and integrity.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  December 1

CONTACT:
Francis Ouimet Caddie Scholarship Fund, Inc.


190 Park Road, Weston, MA 02493

NATIONAL ACADEMY of TELEVISION ARTS&SCIENCES Trustee Scholarships:  Two $5,000 scholarships, renewable annually, for exceptional students who intend to major in television, telecommunications, or a similar communications-related field at a four-year college or university.  Applicants will be required to submit two essays.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  December 1

CONTACT:  Scholarship Committee, National Academy Television Arts & Sciences




111 West 57 Street, Suite 1020, New York, NY   10019

The Guidance Office receives information from many colleges and universities about merit aid.  Many institution-specific Honors Programs solicit high schools for nominees each year in the fall, and require students to submit early applications for enrollment.  Other application dates, examinations, and interview deadlines may also apply.  Students are encouraged to investigate these merit program opportunities concurrently with their college search process.

NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND/GRAPHIC ARTS INDUSTRY:  Students interested in the graphic arts, including printing, publishing, and packaging, may seek scholarships for two-year and four-year colleges through this Trust Fund, established by the Graphic Arts Industry.  Opportunities in the graphic arts industry are vast and touch on almost all other career opportunities available today.  Therefore, students interested in a graphic communications career in education, engineering, science, management, design manufacturing, and any area leading to a career in printing and publishing should apply.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  January 15

CONTACT:  National Scholarship Trust Fund, Graphic Arts Technical Foundation 

4615 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA   15213 (412) 621-6941

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS (Minority Opportunity): Open to Hispanics, Blacks, and American Indians who are US citizens, in the top 25% of their class, who plan on becoming engineers.  Three scholarships in the amount of $2,000 are awarded annually.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  December 15

CONTACT:
National Society of Professional Engineers



Educational Foundation (703) 684-2800



(703) 684-2830 - Scholarship Hotline active 8/1 - 12/1

NAVAL ROTC NURSES SCHOLARSHIP:  Students interested in obtaining a BS in Nursing and willing to make an NROTC commitment may apply for full tuition scholarships.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  October 30

CONTACT:
Navy Recruiting District New England, Attention:  Naval ROTC, 495 Summer Street, Boston,  MA 02210  (617) 451-4451

ROTC SCHOLARSHIPS:  Full* 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-year tuition scholarships are available to qualified students interested in becoming officers in the Army, Navy, Marines or Air Force Reserves.  All scholarship recipients also receive a subsistence allowance of $100 per month, plus textbooks.  This program is designed for students interested in the military and willing to serve a six-year obligation in the Reserve with a minimum of four years on active duty.  Applications are available in the Guidance Office.  All College Board testing must be completed by December.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  December 1

*The Army now limits its awards to 80% tuition or $8,000, whichever is greater.

FEDERAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (Merit)
This award is given regardless of student financial need.

ROBERT C. BYRD HONORS SCHOLARSHIP: Wellesley High School may nominate one student for consideration by the Board of Regents of Higher Education to be named a Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholar.  Awards are made without regard to financial need. Approximately $1,000 will be awarded to 128 high school seniors living in the eleven Massachusetts congressional districts.  Eligible students must either rank in the top five percent of their class or have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or better.  All eligible students will be notified by the Guidance Department and are encouraged to apply, once forms are received in the Guidance Office.  Other factors considered are demonstrated excellence in one or more extra curricular activities including, but not limited to, the arts, athletics, student government, community service, or on-the-job training activities.  A faculty committee will be convened in May to screen the applicants and select one whose credentials will be forwarded to the Board of Regents for final consideration.

ADDITIONAL FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS

NURSING STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM:  Loans are available to nursing students attending approved nursing schools offering a diploma, associates degree, baccalaureate, or a graduate degree in nursing.  Up to $3,000 per academic year may be awarded, depending upon financial need.  The aggregate maximum is $12,000.  The interest rate on Nursing Student Loans is currently 5%.  Students applying for assistance under this program should contact the financial aid office of the school they plan to attend.

HEALTH EDUCATION ASSISTANCE LOAN (HEAL) (Graduate Students Only):  A federally guaranteed variable interest loan for living and educational expenses.  Students should seek detailed counseling about this program before applying, since the effects of interest compounding may result in unusually high monthly payments.  See your college student financial aid officer or local banker for further information.

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION:  Students and their families who are eligible for veterans’ benefits should contact their nearest VA office and inquire about Veterans’ Administration Dependent Educational Assistance and Veterans’ Administration Pension Benefits.   (One program provides financial assistance to the eligible student; the other to the eligible family while the student is enrolled in school.)

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ROTC SCHOLARSHIPS:  (See above, page 11)
ARMY RESERVE LOAN REPAYMENT PLAN: Depending upon their job, enlistees in the Army Reserve (6 years reserve, 2 years inactive reserve) may be eligible to have their federal loans “forgiven” up to a maximum of $20,000.  Call your Army Reserve Recruiter (617) 551-0080.

THE ARMY COLLEGE FUND:  Through enlistment in the Armed Services students can become eligible for sizable sums of money which they can put toward higher education.  Through the Veterans’ Educational Assistance Program enlistees who contribute $100 each month from their earnings to the Army College Fund will receive $20,000 after 2 years; $25,000 after 3 years; and $30,000 after completing 4 years.     Some eligibility restrictions apply.  For further information, please call   (617) 551-0080.

NURSING SCHOLARSHIP (US ARMY):  To fill a projected shortage of nurses in the near future, the US Army is offering four-year nursing scholarships valued at $8,000 per year, or 80% of annual costs, whichever is greater, and an additional grant of $1,000.  For an application and information, call (collect) (508) 796-2547.  Applicants should expect to serve a minimum amount of time as a future nurse in the Army.

MISCELLANEOUS SCHOLARSHIPS

ASTHMA AND ALLERGY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA:  Two $500 scholarships available to high school juniors with asthma or significant allergies.  Applications are on file in the Guidance Office, or contact Asthma & Allergy Foundation of America, New England Chapter (617) 965-7771.  Deadline:  February 1

BOSTON CHAPTER, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION: Awards of $250-$1,200 to selected students entering an accredited institution, who are following a career in construction (architecture, engineering, etc.).. Contact NAWIC Chapter 15, Scholarship Committee, c/o 1085 Commonwealth Avenue, PO Box 203, Boston, MA 02215. (617) 325-3866 Deadline:  March 15

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR/NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN LEGISLATORS:  This $2,500 award will be offered to a college-bound woman who has made outstanding contributions to her community.  Contact: TCSM/NFWL Awards Committee, 910 16th Street NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20006.  Deadline:  April 1.

DURACELL/NSTA SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION:  A non-renewable award ranging from $100 to $20,000, is available to high school students who design and build a battery-operated device. For official entry form, contact National Science Teachers Association, 1742 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20009 (202) 328-5800.  Deadline:  January 1

EDUCATION EXCHANGE $100,000 GRANT PROGRAM:  Sponsored by EDS Electric Commerce Division, New Jersey, this national program awards grants to qualified high school graduates on the basis of academic achievement, character and leadership, essay responses, and financial need.  Applications may be obtained from Education Exchange, PO Box 559, Morris Plains, NJ  07950 Deadline:  March 31

ELKS MOST VALUABLE STUDENT AWARD:  Renewable awards ($800-$5,000) to high school seniors are based upon financial need, leadership, and scholarship.  Contact the local branch of Elks Lodge, or Elks National Foundation, 2750 Lake View Avenue, Chicago IL 60614 (312) 477-2750 Deadline:  mid-January

ESPN SCHOLARSHIP:  This is not an athletic scholarship program!  The ESPN “Scholastic Sports American” Scholarship program is open to all high school seniors.  Winners will be chosen based on academic achievement and service to school and community.  One-time grants of $5,000 each will be made to one male and one female student. Obtain applications in the Guidance Office or from ESPN Scholarship, ESPN Plaza, Bristol, CT 06010.  Deadline:  Mid-March

FOUNDATION FOR SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT:  Several $500 scholarships awarded annually to high school seniors across the nation based on academic achievement, demonstrated communication skill, and ability to work with others as a team. For applications, call FSA (312)464-4812.  Deadline:  Mid-February.

HEMOPHILIA EDUCATION FUND:  Four one-year scholarships, valued up to $10,000, are available for full time undergraduate students in the continental US receiving treatment for hemophilia.  For further information, contact Program Manager, Hemophilia Education Fund, CSFA Inc., 1505 Riverview Road, PO Box 297, St. Peter MN 56082 (507) 931-1682.   Deadline:  Mid-February

ERIC DELSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (HEMOPHILIA):  Students diagnosed with hemophilia may apply for this scholarship, which awards annually three $2500 grants for full time undergraduate study.  Contact the Eric Delson Memorial Scholarship, c/o CSFA, PO Box 297, St. Peter, MN 56082   Deadline:  August 1

HENRY O. PEABODY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:  Women residents of Norfolk County, especially displaced homemakers and those receiving AFDC support, may apply for scholarships for post-high school study through this program, which offers awards ranging in value from $1000 to $3500. Contact Citizen’s Scholarship Foundation of America, Inc., PO Box 297, St. Peter, MN 56082  (507) 931-1682.  Deadline:  Mid-April 

HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES SHAW WORTH SCHOLARSHIP: A $1,000 scholarship for a New England high school senior who has made a meaningful contribution to animal protection over a significant period of time.  Inquiries should be directed to the Humane Society Regional Office, PO Box 619, Jacksonville, VT 05342   (802) 368-2790.  Deadline:  Mid March.
JEWISH VOCATIONAL SERVICE A need-based scholarship fund for eligible undergraduate and graduate students in the Greater Boston CJP service area.  Awards averaging $1,000 - $2,000 are based on documented financial need.  Call Jewish Vocational Service (617) 451-8147.  Deadline:  April 30.

GIBBS COLLEGE  SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION:  
Awards two $1,500 scholarships for each student who shows promise as a community spirited leader interested in a business career.  Applicants must enroll in the two-year Associate in Applied Science degree program.  Contact: Gibbs College, Boston  (617) 578-7100.  Deadline:  April 15. 

MADALINE F. FLEMING SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Annual scholarships for students who have “demonstrated achievement in school or in the community.”  Students must have lived in The Greater Boston Area (which includes Wellesley) for a minimum of 2 years.  Write for an application:  Madaline F. Fleming Scholarship Fund, Two Newton Place, Suite 200, Newton, MA 02158 Deadline:  June 15

MASSACHUSETTS BIOTECHNOLOGY COUNCIL, INC. BIOTECHNOLOGY SCHOLARS: Twenty $1,000 scholarships are available for public school students who intend to pursue fields of study in the life sciences, and who reside in Massachusetts communities (Wellesley is included) that have welcomed biotechnology companies within their borders.  Applications are on file in the Guidance Office, or telephone the CSFA (507) 931-1682.  Deadline:  Mid-February
MASSACHUSETTS HOCKEY SPORTSMANSHIP SCHOLARSHIP: A $500 scholarship to support post-high school study -- academic or technical -- is available to a high school senior who has participated in Massachusetts  Youth Hockey for five years and in District 3 for at least 3 years.  Contact Annie Doherty (781) 235-4331.  Deadline:  Mid- May

MASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL CONGRESS SCHOLARSHIP:  A scholarship with maximum value of $4,000 is available to Massachusetts residents (minimum residency requirement one year) to support post-secondary education in horticulture.  For application, contact Mass. Horticultural Congress Scholarship Committee, 785 Somerset Avenue, Taunton, MA 02780   Deadline:  April 15
MASSACHUSETTS JUVENILE POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATIONS PAUL GOLDEN AWARD:  Five (5) $750 scholarships are awarded each year to students who demonstrate need, determination, citizenship and scholarship.  Forms are usually available in the Guidance Office or can be secured from Lieut. Steven Williams, Cambridge Police Dept., 5 Western Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02139.  Deadline:  Late March
MASSACHUSETTS MARINE TRADES ASSOCIATION :  Up to $1,500 in scholarship money is available to assist qualified high school seniors to further their education in the Marine Trades field.  It is also open to a vocational student who has obtained a position in the recreational marine field but requires money for tools (up to $500).  Information is available in the Guidance Office, or from the Association at PO Box 272, Milton, MA  02186 (Ed Laughlin   781.749.3250).

MASSACHUSETTS NATIONAL GUARD:  The National Guard Association of Massachusetts will award twelve $1,000 scholarships to students who are members of the National Guard or sons and daughters of National Guard personnel.  Contact the Education Office at (800) 362-4452.

MASSACHUSETTS RISK AND INSURANCE MANAGEMENT SOCIETY, INC:  Students who have a strong interest in the field of Risk Management and/or Business Administration and intend to enroll in full time post-secondary studies in any New England state but Connecticut are encouraged to apply for this $1,000 scholarship.  Contact HMK Enterprises, Inc., 800 South St., Waltham, MA 02454.  Deadline:  May 1

MASSACHUSETTS STATE COLLEGES Paul E. Tsongas Scholarship Program  This distinctive full tuition and fees scholarship program is available at each of the nine Massachusetts State colleges.  Further information is available through the admissions offices of the state colleges at  (Bridgewater; (Fitchburg; (Framingham; (Salem; (Westfield; and (Worcester.  Also Mass. (College of Art; (College of Liberal Arts;  (Maritime Academy.

MASSACHUSETTS STATE LABOR COUNCIL (AFL-CIO): Over $100,000 in scholarships awarded annually to Massachusetts high school seniors based on the results of a competitive examination on the history and structure of the Labor Movement in America.  If interested, contact Thom Hughart before December 20 to register.  The exam is in early February.  Information:  Mass. AFL-CIO, 389 Main Street, Suite 101, Malden, MA 02148  (781) 324-8230.

METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING COUNCIL CHARLES W. ELIOT SCHOLARSHIP:  Students interested in environmental issues such as open space protection, land management, and other ecological issues may apply for this $500 scholarship.  Contact: MAPC, 60 Temple Place, Boston MA 02111 (617) 451-2770.  Deadline:  April 1

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF AMERICAN SCHOLARS RC EASLEY NATIONAL AWARDS: Students who exhibit “scholastic excellence and outstanding character” are encouraged to obtain an information packet and application for several awards of this program, ranging from $250 to $25,000.  Send self-addressed, stamped envelope and $1 handling fee to National Academy of American Scholars, Attention: Scholarship Committee, 21343 Cold Spring Lane, #600, Diamond Bar, CA  91765-3443.
NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR ADVANCEMENT IN THE ARTS, MIAMI, FLORIDA:  Arts Recognition and Talent Search (ARTS) is a national program to identify, recognize and encourage young people who have demonstrated excellence in dance, music, theater, visual arts, and writing.  After systematic review of ARTS applicants’ work by expert panels, the best qualified are awarded financial support for their continuing growth.  In all, NFAA makes available $400,000 in ARTS cash awards, and participating institutions make scholarship support available to ARTS awardees through the NFAA Scholarship List Service.  All ARTS inquiries should be addressed to ARTS Recognition and Talent Search, Box 2876, Princeton, NJ 08541-2876.  (609) 734-1090

NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION of MA, NH, RI, VT: This scholarship is reserved for high school graduates who are themselves renal patients or immediate dependent relatives of a kidney disease patient. Awards will be made within the Massachusetts and Rhode Island affiliate area of the NKF.  Recipients will be chosen on the basis of need and merit.  Contact: NKF, 11 Vanderbilt Avenue, Norwood, MA 02062   (781) 278-0222.  Deadline: March 15th
NEEDHAM-WELLESLEY POP WARNER FOOTBALL:  Several one-time scholarships for past participants in the Pop Warner football program, either as a player or as cheerleader. An essay is required.  Contact Needham-Wellesley Pop Warner, c/o Ms. Barbara Fitzgerald, PO Box 504 Needham Heights, Needham 02494 Deadline:  March 15

NEW ENGLAND FARM & GARDEN ASSOCIATION RUTH S.T. COTTING SCHOLARSHIP:  This $1,200 scholarship is offered to a 4-H Club member or student with similar purpose, interested in attending the U Mass. Amherst, or the Stockbridge School of Agriculture.  Contact Chairman, Education Committee, NE Farm & Garden Association, 106 Clyde St., Chestnut Hill, MA 02467   Deadline:  May 1

NEWTON WELLESLEY HOSPITAL AID ASSOCIATION:  Scholarships for students whose goals are in a health-care related field, or are children of employees who live in Newton or Wellesley.  Applications are in the Guidance Office, or call (617) 243-6621.  Deadline:  Mid-April

NORFOLK COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT:  Two $500 scholarships are awarded to students residing in Norfolk County who plan to continue their education in agriculture, forestry, geography, environmental science, wildlife management, and/or the physical sciences.  Contact NCCD (508) 668-0995.  Deadline:  Mid-April

OLIN LIVESEY SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  This fund offers a variety of regional awards to students without regard to race, color, sex, age or national origin.  Preliminary application forms are on file in the Guidance Office, or may be obtained by calling (909) 684-6778.  Deadline:  June 1

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA:  $500 minimum award to qualified students.  Applications are in the Guidance Office, or call (617) 489-5234.  Deadline:  March 1  

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS SONS OF ITALY SCHOLARSHIP:  The state organization offers a minimum of 20 scholarships annually to qualified students planning to pursue their education at a four-year degree-granting college, who are junior members or children of members.  Applications will be available in the Guidance Office.

PATRIOT’S TRAIL GIRL SCOUT COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S SCHOLARSHIP:  This annual $1,000 award is given to a graduating Senior Girl Scout in recognition of her leadership within the community.  Contact the Patriot’s Trail Girl Scout Council (617) 482-1078 for application forms and information.  Deadline:  mid-February.  ptgirlscouts.org/forms.htm

POSTAL CUSTOMER COUNCIL OF GREATER BOSTON:  Four $1500 merit awards for members of Postal Customer Council of Greater Boston organizations, their children, and to children of employees of the US Postal Service working within SCF regions 021-022.  Contact PO Box 1234, Boston, MA 02205-1234.  Deadline:  mid-February. 

REBEKAH ASSEMBLY, INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS:  A $300 scholarship is available to qualified seniors.  Contact Elsie Robinson, 10 Highland Street, Medway, MA 02053-2109.  Deadline:  Mid-March

RON DOYLE SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  This is a $1,000 award made to an aspiring journalist in memory of Ron Doyle, a well-known media and political columnist who worked for the “Middlesex News.”  Applications are available from Personnel Department, Middlesex News,  33 New York Avenue, Framingham MA 01701 Deadline:  Late April

SOCIETY OF AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERS ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIPS:  Qualified students who are interested in the study of engineering and other sciences may apply for awards through the SAE Engineering Scholarship Program.  GPA 3.5 or better required.  Many awards are linked with specific institutions.  A brochure is on file in the Guidance Office.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  December 1

CONTACT: SAE Engineering Scholarship, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale,  PA 15096-0001

(412) 772-8534

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS SCHOLARSHIP:  Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors may compete for awards valued up to $14,000 within this program sponsored by the VFW.  Candidates will be judged on a recorded script on a patriotic theme.  For current information, inquire at the Guidance Office, or contact the VFW Post Commander.

WRITING/ORATORICAL CONTESTS

AYN RAND Fountainhead Essay Contest: Open to high school juniors and seniors. Prize range:  $500 - $5,000.  Winning essays will demonstrate an outstanding grasp of the philosophical and psychological meaning of The Fountainhead. Fountainhead Essay Contest, The Ayn Rand Institute, PO  Box 6004, Inglewood, CA  90312.  Deadline:  April 15

AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL CONTEST: Students compete for awards ranging in value from $1,000 to $18,000.  Prepared oration and extemporaneous discourse on a given topic required.  Contact your local American Legion Post.

CITIZENS FLAG ALLIANCE Essay Contest:  Scholarships ranging from $15,000 to $1,000 will be awarded to the authors of winning essays.  Contact Joy Kirchgatter (317) 630-1384.  Deadline:  March 1 

ELKS NATIONAL ORATORICAL CONTESTS: Improvd. Benev-Protective Order Elks of the World, Attention National Oratorical Education Department, 1522 North 16th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19121.  Value $250 - $1,500.  Composition and delivery of oration required.  Deadline: March 15.

SKIRBALL ESSAY CONTEST:  Annual essay contest for high school juniors and seniors. Prizes range $100-$5000 Contact: Skirball Essay Contest, 635 S. Harvard Blvd., Suite 214, Los Angeles, CA 90005-2511 (213)381-1719  Deadline:  March 15

MINORITY SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

AT&T ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:  This program seeks to increase under-represented groups in the sciences and engineering by supporting undergraduate work in chemistry, communications sciences, computer science, electrical engineering, mathematics, mechanical engineering, operations research, statistics.  Inquire at AT&T Bell Laboratories, 101 Crawfords Corner Road, Holmdel,  NJ 07733 (908) 949-4301.

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY:  Students of African-American descent may apply for scholarship assistance from the Rho Epsilon Omega Chapter of AKA, Inc.  Applications are in the Guidance Office, or from AKA Scholarship Committee, PO Box 288, Sudbury MA 01776.  Deadline:  Late April

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ASIAN AMERICAN PROFESSIONALS:  The NAAAP sponsors the Significant Achievement and Future Leadership Award scholarship competition to recognize outstanding Asian American high school seniors who have demonstrated leadership, academic achievement, and character.  Applications are in the Guidance Office, or from NAAAP Scholarship Comm., PO Box 381435, Cambridge MA  02238   Deadline: February 

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL BLACK NURSES ASSOCIATION:  Mary Eliza Mahoney Scholarship ($1,000), for NE-resident minority and African American students accepted and registered into a National League of Nursing accredited baccalaureate program in nursing.  Contact NERBNA (617) 524-1951  www..nerbna.org  Deadline:  Late June

RON BROWN SCHOLAR PROGRAM:  African American high school seniors who have demonstrated social commitment and leadership potential may apply for this merit award valued at $10,000 annually to attend the college or university of their choice.  Applications are in the Guidance Office, or contact Michael Mallory, Executive Director of the program, (804) 964-1588.  Deadline:  February 1
SYRIAN LEBANESE WOMEN’S CLUB OF GREATER BOSTON: $1,000 scholarships for women of Arab-American origin, made on the basis of financial need, academic achievement and character. Call (617) 484-3844 Deadline: Late March

YANKEE PRESS EDUCATION NETWORK JOHN C “CHIPS” QUINN SCHOLARSHIP:  A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a minority student interested in studying journalism. If the recipient attends Northeastern University, this award will be matched by the university.  Applicants must have participated in some form of high school journalism for at least two years.  Further information may be obtained from Nancy Gallinger (860)859-1207. Deadline:  Late May

Check with all colleges where you have been accepted to inquire about minority scholarships.
WHERE TO GO TO APPLY OR RESEARCH

FINANCIAL AID ONLINE

www.fafsa.ed.gov
www.ed.gov/offices/OSFAP/Students/ 

FAFSA online, plus other information from the US Department of Education

www.collegeboard.com/profile/index.html
The College Board's Profile online.  Also check out the EFC calculator and other financial aid calculators.

www.finaid.org 

www.heic.org 

www.wiredscholar.com
A wealth of information on financial aid, loans, scholarships, calculating aid, and related links.

www.mass.edu
Information on financial aid from the Commonwealth's Board of Higher Education

www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/dollars/dshome.htm 

Useful articles and calculators.

www.kiplinger.com/magazine/archives/2001/January/managing/financialaid.html 
Helpful hints, plus Kiplinger's own EFC calculator.

www.salliemae.com
Information on paying for college costs from Sallie Mae, the leading provider of educational loans.  Also includes links to cashe.com (College Aid Sources for Higher Education), which allows students to search for scholarships and other education funding.

FINANCIAL AID ALTERNATIVES

Although postsecondary education costs a great deal, there are many sources of help to meet its costs and thereby reduce the actual expense to you and your parents.  Because students are the ones who most directly benefit, the basic responsibility for paying for the education rests with the students and their parents.  However, because the costs of postsecondary education are sometimes more than many students and their families can reasonably afford, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Federal Government, many private agencies and organizations, and the postsecondary institutions themselves have developed financial aid programs to help students pay their costs.

Students and their families may also receive assistance from the following financial aid programs, agencies and organizations:

1. HIGHER EDUCATION INFORMATION CENTER  (617) 536-0200; or (800) 442-1171

2. HELP LOANS (MASSACHUSETTS HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE CORPORATION  (617) 426-9796)

3. PLUS LOANS (MASSACHUSETTS HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE CORPORATION (617) 426-9796

4. DIRECTORY OF LOANS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS (Local Library)

5. DIRECTORY OF FINANCIAL AID FOR WOMEN by Gail Ann Schlachter (Local Library)

6. DIRECTORY OF FINANCIAL AID FOR MINORITIES by Gail Ann Schlachter (Local Library)

7. FINANCIAL AID FOR COLLEGES THROUGH SCHOLARSHIP AND LOANS (FACTS) by Kathleen Gladstone and Elizabeth Hoffman (Local Library)

8. MASSACHUSETTS EDUCATIONAL FINANCING AUTHORITY (617) 261-9760 or     (800) 842-1531

9. EDWARDS SCHOLARSHIP (Boston Residents Only)  (617) 426-4434

10. NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM  (617) 357-9620

11. MASSACHUSETTS REHABILITATION COMMISSION Handicapped Only: 617/ 357-8137

12. MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE CAREER SCHOOLS 617/862-3952

13. EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY CENTERS FOR MASSACHUSETTS:  (IN 6 LOCATIONS):     BOSTON (617) 536-7940    CHICOPEE  (508) 594-5931   NEW BEDFORD  (617) 996-3148   SPRINGFIELD  (508) 783-4101   LYNN  (617) 592-0440   WORCESTER  (508) 755-2592

14. LOCAL YMCA OR YWCA

15. WORK STUDY PROGRAM (College Financial Aid Office)

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM (Graduate School Only)  (College Financial Aid Office) 
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